
Please take note of our new and repeat advertisers and try to patronize them. 

Tell them you saw their ad in the South Lakeview Neighbors Newsletter. 

NEXT MEETING 

TUESDAY – NOVEMBER 8, 2011  
 

 
 

 

A FEW WORDS FROM OUR PRESIDENT … 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Please renew your memberships so you can keep 

your voting privileges and receive your newsletter. 

 

EMAIL NEWSLETTER 

If you did not receive the newsletter by email this 

month, please go to the website at 

www.slneighbors.org to enter your information. Our 

goal is to email as many newsletters as possible to 

eliminate copying and postage costs and assembly 

time. Some email addresses we tested bounced 

back to us due to transcription errors.  So help us 

by using the web-site to submit (correct) your email 

information.  

 

 

Dear Neighbors, 

 

By the time you read this, I will have paid my 2
nd

 

half 2010 property taxes. Now that I have retired, 

and with the exception of my son’s graduate 

school tuition (hopefully ending soon), my two 

property tax payments are the largest checks I 

write every year. With a 14% increase over last 

year’s tax bill (what happened to Emanuel’s no-

new-taxes pledge?), I  

 

 

MEETING AT A GLANCE 
November 8, 2011 

Location: Basement – St.Alphonsus Church  

                  1429 W. Wellington 

 Agenda: 7:00PM : Coffee & Cookies  

               7:30PM : Meeting             

1) U.S. Congressman Mike Quigley 

2) Cook County Commissioner John Fritchey 

3) Friends of Burley – Playground surface 

4) Zip Car Parking – Lakewood & Wellington 

             

  

 

wonder what I get for the money.  The stated 

wisdom is that 52% of my property tax bill goes 

toward public education, but as I read my bill, it’s 

closer to 58%, counting the Chicago City Colleges 

and something called the Chicago School Building 

and Improvement Fund (do they think that they 

can educate children without buildings?). In the 

20+ years that I have been a property-tax payer for 

three dwelling units, there has been exactly one 

year’s demand for a public school education-that 

which eats up majority of our tax dollars. For those 

who send their kids to private or parochial schools, 

the return is even worse.  What gives? 

 

This may not be the time or place to debate 

property tax reform, but with the top three officers 

of the State of Illinois (our dear Governor, the 

president of the State Senate and the Speaker of 

the General Assembly) having made (and 

continuing to make) their bones in the Cook 

County property tax game, there is a vested 

interest in keeping the system as broken as it is.  

Reassessments, equalizers, exemptions, all 
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require lawyers and accountants to finagle (did I 

say that all three of these officers are lawyers, the 

two in the legislature with active practices?), and if 

there’s anything that breeds lawyers it is other 

lawyers in the legislature passing laws that make 

the simple complex.  Sadly, there’s no Herman 

Cain touting a simplified 9-9-9 property tax system 

(no more than 9% of annual rental value-or rents if 

the property is leased to others; no more than a 

9% increase in any year-including reassessments; 

no more than 9% of income from all sources-to 

provide for seniors or others on a fixed income) to 

replace the Rube Goldberg gimmicks we have 

now. 

 

While the schools devour the majority of our tax 

dollars, the jobs of assessment, apportionment 

and collection lie at the county level.  Our Cook 

County Commissioner, John Fritchey, will be at our 

November meeting; perhaps he will address some 

of these issues.  Fritchey is our former state 

representative and evidently after tiring of the 

Springfield commute (can you blame him?), he ran 

for the commissioner’s vacancy created when our 

Congressman Mike Quigley won Rahm Emanuel’s 

seat in an early 2009 special election. Perhaps 

other members would like to ask Fritchey what he 

is doing to overhaul the “corruption tax” that Cook 

County residents pay so that the Todd Strogers of 

the world can employ their relatives in lucrative 

positions and give cronies no-bid contracts.  I 

would do so, except that may open me up to 

charges of being “too political”. 

 

South Lakeview Neighbors 

1515 West Oakdale Avenue 

 www.slneighbors.org 
Officers: 
 President: David Duggan 
 1st Vice President: Sam Samatas 
 2nd Vice President: Perry Castrovillari 
 Recording Secretary: Bill Haderlein 
 Treasurer: Ann Sychowski 
 Corresponding Secretary: Ernie Toth 
    Web Master: Steven Stern 

Directors: 
 Greg Brown   Susan Radzinowicz 
 Mark Anderson                       Marge Fahrenbach 
    Lisa Voigt   Joseph Semerling 
 Jim Volkober           James Frendreis   
    Joan Gatz   Robert Taugner 

Newsletter Articles:                  Bill Haderlein 

Newsletter Editor:  Jeanne Haderlein 

 

For membership call Ann Sy at 773-477-8840 

. 

 

Clark Kerr, the former chancellor of the University 

of California, said that running the university had 

been reduced to worrying about “sex for the 

students, football for the alumni, and parking for 

the faculty”.  I share his concern that parking 

problems magnify beyond all bounds: since the 

Belmont Medical Building of last year, no issue has 

generated more heat than the single ZipCar 

parking space at Lakewood and Wellington. Even 

in the genteel quarters of a board meeting held in 

St. Al’s rectory, tempers flared. While it appears 

that this one space has been set aside pursuant to 

city ordinance, members will have the chance to 

vote to ask the Alderman to rescind the ordinance, 

and separately on whether other spaces in our 

neighborhood should be set aside for “car-sharing” 

programs like ZipCar. 

 

One other presentation for November will be from 

Burley School where a group is planning a re-do of 

the rear playground. I use the term playground 

advisedly: it is simply an asphalt pavement with 

faint lines on one end demarking only a basketball 

court (without nets, of course).  Having grown up 

on asphalt playgrounds and bearing the scars of 

doing so, I hope that the future generations of 

Burley students will enjoy a playground that is not 

a hazard. 

 

This is my last communication with the members 

before Thanksgiving.  With our economy still on its 

back three years into a recession, some may think 

that there is little to be thankful for.  But I am 

grateful that South Lakeview neighbors still exists 

to support the community and that the community 

exists to support its members. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David G. Duggan 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2011 MEETING PREVIEW 

 

U.S. CONGRESSMAN – MIKE QUIGLEY  
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